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vast powers and complete control of education* Edu-
cation was highly organized and was divided into pri-
mary and secondary grades, the boys being taught
by the priests, and the girls by holy women or nuns,
The secondary or calmecac education was devoted en-
tirely to deciphering the codices, to astrology, divina-
tion, religion and the higher sciences. Despite the
fact that the Aztec priesthood was a hierarchy with
immense power, especially in matters of religion, the
priests unquestionably used their power largely for
the good of the people, instructing the Aztecs in their
faith, and ever trying to instil the cardinal virtues.
Even the Spanish padres admitted this, and Sahagun
says that they "performed the duties plainly pointed
out by their religion." The upkeep of the Church and
priesthood depended upon land tenure with the rev-
enue derived therefrom, together with a rule or law
of "first fruits," the surplus being distributed among
the poor.
The head or high priest was known as Meaticatl
Teoliuatzin or Mexican Lord of Divine Matters. He
had a seat on the king's council and was second only
to the monarch himself. Next to him was the high
priest of Quetzaleoatl who led a secluded life and had
authority only over his own caste. Under these two
chief dignitaries of the church were the ordinary or
secular priests who dressed in black and wore long
hair covered with a mantilla-like cloth and who were
known as tlenamacac, and the still lower or "little
priests" (lamacazton) who were in effect lay-brothers
or novices. It must not be thought that the Aztec
priests led a life of ease, luxury and carnal pleasures
by any means. Their life was rigorous and austere